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Erica Kalberer: Close Reading Draft Feedback 
I think you’re getting the form and basics of this close reading stuff down; you have the 
organizational structure down at the document and paragraph level, and you are bringing in 
interesting pieces of text to consider. However, I don’t know if you’re using these formal habits 
to really dig into the text and construct and argument that fully addresses the interests of people 
who read the Tempest. Here are some ideas for developing what you have further: 
 

1) The biggest issue I see here is that you seem to be leading with (and developing your 
essay) around a claim: Prospero is a bad guy. The issue here is that this position feels 
underdeveloped. From one perspective, yes, Prospero is controlling; that’s pretty 
noticeable about the play. From another perspective, however, that claim doesn’t really 
account for the complexity of Prospero’s character, making it feel like you’re not 
acknowledging those parts of the text where he forgives, where he seems to defend his 
daughter, and when he tries to remedy his past mistakes. 
 

2) I think the issue here is that you seem to be starting with a claim and then developing it, 
thereby locking you into a position before you really have a chance to explore, question, 
and develop it. If you recall, my advice is to do the opposite: start with a question, turn to 
the evidence, write your way through it, draw your conclusions, and THEN arrive at your 
claim (which you can still stake at the beginning of your essay). So I think a productive 
first step might be to consider the places in the text where Prospero is not being 
malevolent, consider how those moments relate to the observations you already have, and 
draw your conclusions from there. If it helps, you might use the problem framing 
technique to organize your thoughts. You can still conclude that Prospero is not really 
that great a guy (or something more specific), but you at least need to account for why his 
goodness/badness is in question in the first place. 
 

3) I’d start by reviewing the text, and gathering more evidence. Write out some paragraphs 
that consider how Propsero at least thinks he’s doing right in the world. Try to find the 
nuance to his character. Then, consider how your paragraph organization can help you 
coordinate your thoughts. Do you want to first establish that he thinks he’s acting 
morally, and then explain how his actions don’t match his intentions? Or do you want to 
start with the idea that he controls everything and everyone around him, and then point 
out that this work is weirdly in service of, say, protecting his daughter. 
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Prospero’s Ruling Over All 

 There are many forms of manipulation within the world. Behind each scenario is a 

mastermind controlling it all. Within William Shakespeare's, The Tempest, Prospero happens to 

be the power hungry leader that is at fault for manipulating others. Ariel and Caliban are two big 

targets for Prospero’s devious intentions as well as the relationship between his daughter, 

Miranda, and her fiance, Ferdinand. In manipulating his people, Prospero is able to fulfill his 

needs of being a fearless leader. Prospero’s shrewd intentions show how he is addicted to gaining 

more power through controlling others.  

 One character that falls victim to Prospero’s devious actions is Ariel, the water nymph. 

She has become one of Prospero’s slaves in becoming indebted to him when he saved her from a 

life of torture. Prospero made her a deal that if he were to save her, she must follow her every 

order for one full year. Now that the year has ended, Ariel reminds Prospero that he promised her 

complete freedom.  

  Ariel: I prithee, 

  Remember I have done thee worthy service, 

  Told thee no lies, made thee no mistakes, served 

  Without grudge or grumblings. Thou did promise 

  To bate me a full year. (1.2.247-249) 

Comment [Office1]: This seems like an overstatement. 
People can inadvertently manipulate one another. 

Comment [Office2]: Here you’re leading with a strong 
claim … before you explain what problem or issue 
you’re trying to address by staking this position. 

Comment [Office3]: Yup, this paragraph is all 
resolution, no problem. It’d be worth at least 
acknowledging in here that Prospero at least thinks 
he’s trying to do right by his daughter, exercise justice, 
remediate his past mistakes…. 
Comment [Office4]: This reads like one of many parallel 
examples of the same point (that prospero is 
manipulating people). That is usually less interesting 
than a series of developing concepts. 
Comment [Office5]: Ariel (who is not a little mermaid) is 
usually thought of as male in this paly. Sometimes in 
performance, Ariel is played by a woman. 
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Unfortunately Prospero responds to her plead in saying: “Dost thou forget/From what torment I 

did free thee?” (1.2.250-251) Prospero ignores Ariel’s request for freedom and reminds her of 

what he did to free her. The fact that Prospero is ignoring his promise to Ariel and is looking to 

make her feel badly about reminding him of his promise to her, shows his devious intentions 

towards Ariel. This manipulative act helps Prospero to gain more power over Ariel by continuing 

to control her actions.  

 Caliban is another slave of Prospero whom he has fallen victim to. Although Caliban is 

viewed as an evil monster, Prospero still mistreats him due what had happened in the past. 

Caliban had attempted to rape Miranda. Because of this, Prospero has a growing, passionate 

hatred for Caliban and is constantly belittling him and speaks to him as if he is worthless. 

Thou most lying slave, 

Whom stripes may move, not kindness! I have used thee, 

Filth as thou art, with humane care, and lodged thee 

In mine own cell, till thou didst seek to violate 

The honor of my child. (1.2.348-351) 

This passage illustrates the harsh words Prospero chooses to use in conversation with Caliban. 

Prospero is telling Caliban that he would choose whip him and physically punish him rather than 

to show him forgiveness or kindness. Although Caliban made poor choices in his past, he has 

been a slave to Prospero ever since ,yet Prospero refuses to see that Caliban is looking to 

improve. Rather, Prospero wants to assert his dominance over Caliban to prove that he has 

ultimate control over him and everyone else. In controlling Caliban’s actions through threat and 

belittlement, Prospero has proved that he is able to gain more control through the manipulation 

of others. 

Comment [Office6]: ? 

Comment [Office7]: That’s not totally true; he does end 
up holding himself accountable to that contract. 
 
Comment [Office8]: Hm. I don’t buy it. P’s relationship 
with Ariel is actually pretty explicitly hammered out. 

Comment [Office9]: Because? 

Comment [Office10]: Which words are those? 

Comment [Office11]: Is this devious manipulation? It 
feels more like outright brutality to me. 
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 Prospero’s own daughter, Miranda, cannot escape his power hungry motives. For her 

whole life, Prospero has controlled her and kept her from having a life of her own. Even though 

she is engaged to Ferdinand, she is still unable to escape her controlling father. Eventually, 

Prospero goes to Ferdinand, Miranda’s future husband, to lay down the law and give him some 

expectations of his own. Prospero said to Ferdinand:  

  Then, as my gift and thine own acquisition 

  Worthily purchased, take my daughter. But, 

  If thou dost break her virgin-knot before 

  All sanctimonious ceremonies may 

  With full and holy rote be ministered, 

  No sweet aspiration shall the heavens let fall 

  To make this contract grow; but barren hate, 

  Sour-eyed disdain, and discord shall bestrew 

  The union of your bed with weeds so loathly 

  That you shall hate it both. Therefore take heed, 

  As Hymen’s lamp shall light you. (4.1.13-23). 

Prospero is threatening Ferdinand in saying that if he is to sleep with Miranda before their 

marriage, he is going to put a curse on Ferdinand. This curse will turn Ferdinand ugly and hateful 

as well as prevent him from ever having a restful nights sleep. This is manipulative of Prospero 

because he is controlling his daughter’s relationship by threatening Ferdinand and controlling 

him out of fear without the knowledge of Miranda. Although Miranda is mature enough to marry 

Ferdinand, Prospero still control her relationship in order to gain power and prove that he is in 

charge. 

Comment [Office12]: Note how your evidence doesn’t 
match your point; you discuss Prospero’s rules for 
Ferdinand below. 
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 Through the analysis of these instances, it can be concluded that Prospero is power-

hungry and devious towards anyone and everyone he seeks to have control over. Whether 

Prospero is refusing the freedom he had promised to Ariel, physically abusing his other slave, 

Caliban, or even controlling his daughter, Miranda’s, every move, he does not have limitations as 

to how far he will go to gain power.  


